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Towards a permanent infrastructure E-RIHS

>20 years of European cooperation

• 1999-2002: ICN Labs-Tech
ICN, 11 members, 8 countries

• 2004-2009: EU-Artech
I3, 12 members, 8 countries

• 2009-2014: CHARISMA
I3, 21 members, 12 countries

• 2015-2019: IPERION CH
IA, 24 members, 13 countries

• 2020-2023: IPERION HS
IA, 67 members, 23 countries



Heritage science has still to be fully 
recognised by means of long-lasting

sustainable actions among which the 

recognition of this field at an 
academic level and the organisation

of well-established career paths
through formal education activities are 

of the outmost importance



Establishing a new academic 

discipline may be compared 

to squeezing into a bus that is 

already full of people and 

trying to find a seat; the other 

passengers glare sullenly at 

you and will be very reluctant 

to move, because they are not 

glad to surrender a little of 

their own space and perhaps 

would suggest you to jump on 

another one bus
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The diffusion 
of new 
knowledge is 
rather slow, 
just as a drop 
of oil (HS) 
disperses into 
a glass of 
water (CH) 



 Organising national and/or 
international conferences

 Establishing peer reviewed
international journals

 Training activities such as
summer school, training camps, 
online lecture series

 formal education activities at 
different levels



International Seminar

University Postgraduate Curricula for 
Conservation Scientists 

ICCROM – UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA

Bologna, November 1999

(“Bologna document”)



2001 – 2003
The CURRIC project (EU-Leonardo funded)

Development of a curriculum for conservation scientists at a European level

Coordinated by
ICCROM



https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/ScienceForConservation

https://corsi.unibo.it/2cycle/ScienceForConservation


2005 - 2009
The EU-Marie Curie funded EPISCON project

Implemented by a partnership of:

UNIVERSITY OF BOLOGNA (I) 
UNIVERSITY OF PERUGIA (I)
UNIVERSITY OF OVIEDO (ES)
UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI (GR)
UNIVERSITY OF IASI (RO)
ELTE UNIVERSITY OF BUDAPEST (HU)

UNIVERSITY SCIENCE DEPARTMENTS

INSTITUUT COLLECTIE NEDERLAND (NL)
SCHOOL OF CONSERVATION (DK)
HUNGARIAN NATIONAL MUSEUM (HU)
ISTITUTO CONSERVAZIONE E VALORIZZAZIONE BENI CULTURALI – CNR (I)

CONSERVATION INSTITUTIONS



EPISCON Curriculum structure and implementation plan

11 core courses implemented at 
UNIBO 

(Sept.2006 – Jan.2007At each 
hosting 

institution
Feb.2007 –
Mar 2007

At each 
hosting 

institution
Feb.2007 –
Sept.2009



STATEMENT

HERITAGE 
SCIENCE

We need to reinforce the message that formal education and recognition of Heritage 

science is important for the national and international cultural heritage community.



The formal education, whichever the 

level will be (undergraduate, graduate 

or post-graduate) offered to future 

heritage scientists should not only be 

restricted to providing skills specific to 

the heritage science domain, but also 

provide exposure to a cross disciplinary 

way of thinking and problem solving.



https://phd.uniroma1.it/web/NATIONAL-PHD-IN-IN-HERITAGE-SCIENCE_nD3864_EN.aspx

https://phd.uniroma1.it/web/NATIONAL-PHD-IN-IN-HERITAGE-SCIENCE_nD3864_EN.aspx


Three strategic themes for 2018-2023 have 

been identified:

Theme 1 Excellent research that addresses 

the present needs and future requirements 

of heritage

Theme 2 A skilled and diverse heritage 

science community that is well placed to 

respond creatively to future change

Theme 3 Demonstrable social and economic 

impact
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